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SA 7b Landscaping and Planters - Soft Landscaping 
 
1. To encourage building development to further preserve or expand urban greenery, this 

Circular Letter announces the updates on the calculation method of site coverage of greenery 
for SA 7b under BEAM Plus NB v1.2. 
 

2. The site coverage of greenery that is required under PNAP APP-152 Sustainable Building 
Design Guidelines shall strictly follow the criteria set out in PNAP APP-152.  

 
3. For the additional greenery beyond the minimum total site coverage of greenery required 

under PNAP APP-152, the calculation method of site coverage of greenery shall be in 
accordance with PNAP APP‐152, except otherwise stated below: 

 
i. The minimum site coverage of greenery in the primary zone required in the PNAP APP‐

152 is not assessed under this credit; 
 

ii. The maximum accountable percentage of greening features stated in the PNAP APP‐152 
Appendix D is not assessed under this credit; 
 

iii. Covered greenery areas above the primary zone (measured from 45° projected line taken 
from the edge of building) in communal areas accessible to the public, occupiers or 
visitors shall be counted (50% reduction factor applies);   
 

iv. Vertical greening within 15m vertical zone from communal areas accessible to the 
public, occupiers or visitors shall be counted (no reduction factor applies but vertical 
frames with a height more than 7.5m are not accountable for vertical greening provided 
by climbing or weeping plants); and  
 

v. Planters along the perimeter of an inaccessible roof above the primary zone but within 
15m vertical zone from communal areas accessible to public, occupiers or visitors shall 
be counted (50% reduction factor applies). 

 
4. In case of residential development with site area less than 1000m2 or development not for 

residential use, the credit shall be applicable. All of the provided greenery shall be regarded 
as additional greenery when calculating the site coverage of greenery and the calculation 
method shall refer to paragraph (3) above. 
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